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ANIMAL SANCTUARY 
HAVEN (MASH) 

 
Founded in  1993    A  501 (c)3  non-prof i t   

Dedicated  to  Animal  Rescue,  Rehabi l i ta t ion,  Placement  & Sanctuary  
www.mashrescueusa.org      http://mashanimalrescue.wordpress.com 

 
 
 
 
ABOUT The Meadowbrook Animal Sanctuary Haven (MASH)  
The Meadowbrook Animal Sanctuary Haven (MASH) was founded by EMS Nurse 
Renee Duncan in 1993. For more than 21 years, MASH has served as a critical animal 
rescue haven for thousands of injured, crippled, abused and slaughter-bound horses, 
barnyard animals, wild animals, puppy mill mothers, and abandoned and abused pets. 
Over the years, MASH has taken on the most difficult and dire cases, successfully 
nurturing these animals back to health and placing thousands of animals into new homes. 
For the un-adoptable, the neediest of the needy, those animals requiring ongoing medical 
care and special attention, those Renee affectionately refers to as “the Keepers,” MASH 
has provided a permanent home where they are cared for and able to live out their 
remaining days.  
 
MASH is located on 12 acres in Perris, California just east of Lake Elsinore. 
Approximately 6 acres is dedicated to animal pens, corrals and sheds, Renee’s 1,248 
square foot home built in 1860, and the daily rescue and care of 100 or more animals at 
any given time which at present include: 50 horses, 20 pigs, 12 dogs, dozens of goats, 
emu, donkeys, geese, turkeys and ducks among others.  The remaining 6 acres include a 
small river that connects to the Santa Ana River watershed and serves as a wildlife 
corridor, and the balance remains in its native state of upland riparian, coastal sage scrub, 
with 300 to 600 year-old Eucalyptus and Oak tree groves.  With the ongoing spread of 
residential track home development throughout the area, increasing numbers of wildlife 
have found their way to this small patch of native land, which now serves as a critical 
stopping point along the wildlife corridor and home to species such as the burrowing owl, 
Red-shouldered hawk, monarch butterfly, endangered gnatcatcher, bobcat, coyote, toad 
and kangaroo rat among others. 
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THE SITUATION 
An emergency room nurse at Riverside General Hospital for almost 40 years, Renee 
Duncan is no stranger to trauma and critical need, finding her calling in service to her 
fellow humans and animals alike. In 2005 Renee’s life and the future of MASH was 
turned upside down when Renee was diagnosed with tongue and throat cancer. She 
stopped working to undergo chemotherapy and radiation treatment and began the long 
journey of fighting for her life. Renee’s Cancer treatments left her weak and bedridden 
and at the mercy of friends and volunteers who continued as best they could without 
Renee’s oversight and guidance, to continue the work and care of the animals at MASH. 
Saddled with mounting feed and medical bills for the animals and her own medical bills 
during her Cancer treatment, and without an income, Renee refinance her home (which 
also houses MASH) three times to keep up the mounting bills and ensure the feed and 
care of the animals. When her mortgage reached $4,000 a month at an interest rate of 
12.5 percent, she could no longer afford to pay the mortgage and feed the animals at the 
same time and she fell behind. Her monthly income consists of a small pension, which is 
garnished due to medical bills, and social security. All of Renee’s income combined with 
contribution to MASH goes to feed the animals, purchase medications for the animals 
and keep the water and electricity on. Volunteers regularly donate their time and services 
including medical care, maintenance, grooming and supplies to supplement the care of 
the animals. Now in full remission and back on her feet after more that two and a half 
years of fighting for her life, Renee is at critical risk of loosing her home, and the animal 
rescue and haven MASH that has served so many, could be lost forever. 
 
 
CRITICAL NEED 
Ocwen Bank has repossessed the ranch and the Sheriff was scheduled to take possession 
on June 22. In preparation of the eviction, Renee sold a $40,000 hay and feed barn 
donated by Buddy Hackett’s wife about 10 years ago, for $5,000 so she could lease a 
neighbors land for three months to house the horses. Renee and numerous volunteers had 
been working for weeks prior seeing no way out of the plight, to find homes and 
temporary shelter for the other animals. Five days before Monday June 22 when the 
Sheriff was to take the ranch back forever, animal activist and commercial broker Denise 
Taylor read about Renee’s situation in a Press Enterprise article written by Julissa 
McKinnon and published on June 17, 2009. She called her friend and associate, 
consultant Irma Flores, and together they went to see Renee and assess the situation.  
Within hours of visiting Renee and the animals at MASH, the two women were on the 
phone trying to stop the eviction. News of Renee’s situation reached Supervisor Marion 
Ashley, the Governor’s office and U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer. Supervisor Ashley 
personally visited Renee and the animal rescue sanctuary, and Senator Boxer wrote letter 
to the Bank president and contacted the Bank directly. As a result, the scheduled eviction 
has been temporarily halted. 
 



 

 MEADOWBROOK ANIMAL SANCTUARY HAVEN (MASH) 
  (Continued) 
 

About MASH (07-15-09)  3 

 
 
Denise Taylor and Irma Flores (who are both working pro bono) are now in direct contact 
with Ocwen and are working with the Bank to find options to save MASH and Renee’s 
home. At the same time, there are numerous speculators and track home developers 
interested in the property. Unfortunately, this speculation is driving up the price that the 
Bank will settle for. The County Assessor Records value the land and structures at 
$244,577 based on a 1989 base year. 
 
Denise and Irma are working hard to put together a group of people to buy the property in 
the name of the non-profit MASH, which will continue to be operated by Renee Duncan 
with oversight by a board of directors. The purchase price is estimated at between 
$250,000 and $350,000. So far, $180,000 has been committed. Those interested in 
contributing to the purchase for MASH and Renee should contact Denise Taylor at 
(951) 965-1060 or Irma Flores at (951) 533-1122. 
 
 
VOLUNTEERS & DONATIONS NEEDED 
While Denise and Irma work to get the MASH property back into the hands of Renee and 
MASH, the care and feeding of the animals (now located both on and off-site at 
neighboring lots) continues. The basic monthly cost (not including medical care, 
medication for many of the animals, basic facility maintenance and utilities and water) is 
approximately $3,500 every month. Renee is presently relying on volunteers to do the 
heavy lifting, heavy pen cleaning and to move and exercise the animals as necessary. 
Additional volunteers including local veterinarians, and staff from Petco among others, 
assist as available for medical and grooming needs. Friends and volunteers Tammy 
Bucner and another Denise, have set up a website for MASH with more information 
about the animals, links to the many articles that have recently been written about MASH 
and Renee Duncan, an on-line donate link, and place to buy feed in support of the 
ongoing day-to-day care of the animals at MASH. They have also organized a fundraiser 
B.B.Q. sponsored by the Tuggle Family for July 25, 2009 at 4pm in Perris, California. 
Please visit the website for full details at: http://mashanimalrescue.wordpress.com/ 
 
Donations by Mail may be sent to: 
Meadowbrook Animal Sanctuary & Haven (MASH) 
18285 Collier Avenue, Ste. K , Box 106  
Lake Elsinore, CA 92530 
 
To Contact Renee or Tammy directly call: 
Renee Duncan, (951) 505-7871 
Tammy Tuggle-Buner, (623) 341-7032 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES & NEEDED RESOURCES 
 
While the future of MASH and Renee Duncan hang in the balance until the property can 
be once again secured, the day-to-day care of the animals goes on and volunteers are 
always needed. During the last few years of Renee’s illness, the ranch fell into disrepair 
and much equipment had been stolen and or sold keep up with the mounting bills. 
The once immaculately maintained property is in overall disrepair and deferred 
maintenance has left piles of rubbish, broken fences, and rusting equipment. Volunteers 
are needed as is the following equipment. 
 
Animal Care and Maintenance:  

• Medical Care 
• Medications 
• Grooming 
• Animal Exercisers (especially for horses) 
• Shoeing 
• Pen & Shed Repair & Maintenance 

 
General Property Maintenance: 

• General Cleanup and Debris Removal 
• Pig Pen Repair 
• Large Tree Trimming 
• Dead Tree Removal 
• Overall Fence Repair 
• Well Repair (there are two non-functioning wells) 
• Dry Lake Repair 

 
Equipment Needed: 

• Well Pumps 
• Hay and Feed Barn 
• Feed Silo 
• Horse Trailer 
• Pick-up Truck or Truck Repair (Renee’s only truck has about 300,000  

miles on it) 
• Small Residential Trailer or Mobile Home (Renee is currently living in a small 

very old dilapidated trailer as her once beautiful historic home built in 1860 is in 
total disrepair and unlivable. 
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RENEE’S VISION 
Before she fell ill with Cancer, Renee actively conducted community outreach inviting 
volunteers and groups of school children to MASH to learn about animal care and to 
participate in hands-on learning experiences with the animals. She has also made it 
possible for broken people recovering from alcohol, drugs and challenging and difficult 
life circumstances, to regain balance and heal by working with the animals as volunteers, 
feeding them and giving them a place at the ranch to become grounded and part of 
something larger then their selves and problems.  
 
As an emergency room nurse for almost 40 years, Renee has a first-hand knowledge of 
trauma and critical need and the therapeutic benefits or interacting and working with 
animals. Renee’s long-time vision for the Meadowbrook Animal Sanctuary Haven has 
been to combine the needs and care of the animals whose lives MASH works so hard to 
save, with education and therapy for children and adults. Renee’s hope has been to create 
after school programs for latchkey kids to have a place to go and to learn about farm 
animals and farm work, field-trips for children K-12, hands-on animal therapy clinics for 
youth, adults and the elderly recovering from illnesses, and for the mentally challenged. 
Renee’s sees the immense value that the rescue sanctuary can provide for the entire 
community providing a place where community members can come together to gather, 
volunteer, and contribute to each other, their community and something larger then 
themselves in learning about and caring for the animals. She also believes that as the 
community becomes evermore urbanized with track homes, sidewalks and asphalt, it is 
critical to preserve a patch of nature where people can connect with nature and know 
experience the immense value of peace, solitude and connecting with the earth and its 
creatures among the trees, butterflies and farm animals.  The 12 acre MASH  ranch with 
its more than 6 acres and creek already supporting  native plant and diverse animal 
species preservation, combined with the 6 acre utilized for animal rescue and care, 
provides an incredible opportunity to see Renee’s dream realized. 
 
Those of us who have come together as volunteers to help save MASH and Renee 
Duncan’s home, invite you to join us in whatever way you can, and to help make Renee’s 
dream come true. 
 
If you have talents and resources to contribute, please contact Renee directly or one of the 
volunteers listed below. 
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CONTACTS: 
Renee Duncan - (951)341-7032, mashrescue@gmail.com 
Tammy Buner, (623) 341-7032, mashanimalrescue@gmail.com 
Denise Taylor, (951) 965-1060, denise@fmbusiness.com 
Irma Flores, (951) 533-1122,  irma@floresgrp.com 
Bonnie Montoya-May (818) 621-4880, bmontoya-may@earthlink.net 
 
 
PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 
Meadowbrook Animal Sanctuary Haven (MASH) 
20773 Riverside Street 
Perris, CA 92570 
 
 
MAILING ADDRESS (send donations here): 
Meadowbrook Animal Sanctuary & Haven (MASH) 
18285 Collier Avenue, Ste. K , Box 106  
Lake Elsinore, CA 92530 
 
 
WEBSITES: 
http://www.mashrescueusa.org 
http://mashanimalrescue.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
 
  
 
 


